
 

REGULAR WEEKEND MASS LOCATIONS  IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

1B Elizabeth Street, Woodend 4305. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Leichhardt 

22 Old Toowoomba Road, Leichhardt 4305. 

St. Joseph’s Church, North Ipswich 

42 Pine Mountain Road, North Ipswich 4305. 

St. Brigid’s Church Hall, Rosewood 

Railway Street, Rosewood 4340. 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, E/Heights 

33A Robertson Road, Eastern Heights 4305. 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

1C Elizabeth Street, Woodend 4305 | 07 3362 8765 

ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au | ipswichcatholic.au 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Stephen Bliss OFM 
Assistant Priest: Fr. Minje Kim 

Operations Manager: Benjamin Leschke 
 

 

SUBSCRIBE - ipswich.flocknote.com/digitalnews 

Add mail@flocknote.com to your safe sender list. 
Help Guide - https://bit.ly/3N6QtGp 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 23rd June 2024 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Dear Parishioners, 

One of the forces of nature that we have been unable to control 
is unruly water. We are actually helpless when caught between 
torrents of rain from above and surging water from below. It is 
no wonder the ancestors of ancient Israel who lived between 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers characterised cosmic evil as 
tumultuous water that only the great creator-God could control. 
This is the scene described in the reading from Job. This water 
is not destroyed; it is only harnessed.  

We will have to wait for the end of time for such water to be 
abolished. (“The sea was no more” Revelation 21:1.) Belief in 
God’s absolute power over chaotic water and cosmic evil lies behind the story of Jesus calming the sea. This 
story doesn’t simply recount a display of Jesus’ extraordinary command over the forces of nature. While certainly 
that, it is actually much more. It stands to reason that, if only the great creator-God can exercise control over this 
fearsome watery threat, and if Jesus can effortlessly exercise control over such water, then Jesus is somehow 
God. 

In today’s Gospel, the audacious disciples, who initially were frightened by the ferocity of the squall, were 
astounded by Jesus’ authority over the storm. They declared, “Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?” 
(Mark 4:41). It is clear from this story that Jesus is the real force of nature. Can you allow God to control your life? 
Maybe this prayer might help you this week. 

“Creator God, when life is overwhelming, teach us to pause and breathe, and then to look for your son Jesus in 
the midst of the storm. We pray in his name. Amen.” 

May there be peaceful moments for you this week.                                                                                                                                                                      

Stephen ofm 

A Word From Pope Francis   

Jesus, begged by the disciples, calms the wind and waves. And he asks them a question, 
a question which also pertains to us: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40). 

The disciples were gripped with fear, because they were focused on the waves more than 
on looking at Jesus. 

ANGELUS, ROME, JUNE 20, 2021.  

PARISH CALENDAR 

THIS WEEKEND 

Fri 21 
9:00am Mass, Miraculous Medal Church, Eastern Heights 

11:00am Funeral, Ronald Wegener, Warrill Park Chapel 

Sat 22  

4:30pm Mass, Immaculate Heart Church, Leichhardt 

4:30pm Reconciliation, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

5:30pm Mass, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

6:00pm Mass Miraculous Medal Church, Eastern Heights 

Sun 23 

7:30am Mass, St. Joseph’s Church, North Ipswich  

8:00am Mass, St. Brigid’s Parish Hall, Rosewood 

9:00am Mass, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

5:30pm Mass, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 
 

NEXT WEEK 

Mon 24  
9:00am Mass, St Mary’s Church, Woodend 
11:30 am Funeral, Roger Lenton, St. Mary’s Church 

Tues 25  
9:00am No Mass, Immaculate Heart Church, Leichhardt 

3:30pm Junior Choir Practice, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

Wed 26 

8:30am Rosary, 9:00am Mass, 9:30am Adoration, St Mary’s 

8:30am Rosary, No Mass, St. Brigid’s, Rosewood 

10:00am Prayer Group, St. Clare Room, Parish Office 
4:30pm Baptism, Immaculate Heart Church, Leichhardt 

Thurs 27  9.00am Mass, St. Mary’s Church, Woodend 

Fri 28 9:00am Mass, Miraculous Medal Church, Eastern Heights 

Sat 29 8.00am Mass, St Michael’s Pine Mountain 
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Celebrating the Sacrament at Weekend Masses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PARISH PRAYERS 

Recently Deceased: Ronald Wegener, Roger Lenton, Allan Brady, Sean Reh, Anne Cockburn, Colin 
Coleman. 

Anniversaries:  Brian Person, Ray Dickfoss, Sam Dickfoss, Adam Smith, Graham Lawton, Brian Lawton, 
Frank & Mary McBean, Mary and George Nolan, Alick George, Grace Horrigan, and for those in our Book of 
Life.  

OPERATIONS UPDATE 

St. Mary’s Church Carpark & Surrounds – Reminder that this from this week there is no parking around St. Mary’s Church. 
This is due to the ongoing safety concerns to pedestrians and potential damage to property. All vehicles must remain outside 
of the church grounds. We are working on a way to assist parishioners with mobility issues. Parishioners with questions can 
contact the Parish Office to arrange a time to meet with representatives from the Parish Finance Council. The Finance 
Council are responsible for parish properties, safety of parishioner and visitors, and compliance. 

SACRAMENTS | FORMATION | LITURGY 

Are you (or do you know someone who) is 
interested in becoming Catholic? Contact the 

Parish Office. 

 

MASS READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Yr B 

1st Reading Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24  

Psalm 30 

2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 8:7,9,13–15 

Gospel Mark 5:21–24, 35-43 (shorter) 
 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 

SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST IN 2024 
Baptised children in grade 4 or above 

 

If you haven’t enrolled your child, please use the link below. 

 

ENROLMENT LINK - ipswichcatholic.com/children 

08/07/2024 Enrolments close 

14/07/2024 Sunday - Formation Workshop (St. Mary’s Church) 

  Further details available following enrolment 

3rd August  

4th August 
 

CONNECT YOUTH 

YOUTH WEEKEND: THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 

When: 13th & 14th July 

Where: Our Lady Of Lourdes, Sunnybank 

Age Group: 14-19 years 

9am-6pm Saturday and 9-2pm Sunday. 

The Theology of the Body conference will be using 
the 'You' program from Ascension Press and will be facilitated by Real Talk with 
small groups (age appropriate), games, meals and fun. 

The cost is $40 for the two-days including meals and activities and participants 
would be required to attend both day sessions. (It is not a live-in event). 

Our parish is not taking a group to this retreat therefore if you are wishing to 
attend, you will need to facilitate your own transport. 

Please email hannah@realtalkaustralia.com if you have any questions. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

ST MICHAEL’S MASS, PINE MOUNTAIN   

The next monthly Mass is on Saturday 29th June at 8.00am  

All are welcome! 
 

https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca/daily-texts/reading/2024-06-30
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CHILDREN’S NEWS 

MINISTRY FOR YOUNG CHILDREN – ATRIUM UPDATE 

We have reached the end of term for the Atrium, and we will have a break until the week of 
Monday 5th August.  Session times will remain the same:  

¶ Preps and Year One: Monday afternoon from 3-30 to 4-30.   

¶ Year two to year Six: Tuesday afternoon from 3-30-5-00pm 

¶ Infants to age three: Wednesday morning from 9-00am to 10-00am.   

Venue for the Preps to year 6 on a Monday and Tuesday, is St Mary’s Primary School under 
the year one rooms.  The infants to age three gather at Leichhardt on Wednesday morning in 
a building beside the Immaculate Heart Primary School, Old Toowoomba Road One Mile.  

For administrative purposes your child needs to be enrolled in the Atrium before they attend a session. The co-ordinators of 
the Atrium will be advised by the Parish Office before a child commences as we can only manage a certain number of 
children in the small space. The Tuesday afternoon session is full for the time being, but please contact the Parish Office for 
any enquiries or enrolment procedure.  You can visit the parish website www.ipswichcatholic.com. Happy Holidays and see 
you next term.     Bernadette and Karen. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

Calling for Children’s Liturgy Volunteers 

Each Sunday during the 9:00am Mass at St Mary’s Church a small group of volunteers offer 
to take children from the Church to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word and to reflect on its 
meaning according to their age level. This is a wonderful ministry on many levels. It allows 
children to be formed in God’s Word. It also allows parents/carers to listen and participate in 
the Liturgy of the Word in Mass knowing your child is also being cared for and receiving some 
religious formation. 

However, like many ministries in the Church the number of volunteers is very limited. We are 
appealing for people who have a desire to assist in this ministry to please express your 
interest to the Parish Office. As with any children related ministry, volunteers will need to 

meet the Archdiocese Safeguarding criteria. We look forward to being flooded with enquiries. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

ICC Junior Choir 

We have welcomed four new members to the ICC Junior Choir ranks, and they are all very excited to be leading the music 
at the 9:00am mass at St. Mary’s this weekend. We will be having a little break over the school holidays and will resume 
rehearsals on Tuesday the 9th July from 3:30pm until 4:15pm at St. Mary’s church. New members are most welcome. Contact 
Kathy at music@ipswichcatholic.au  for more information. 

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR ALL 
 

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BILL 2024 - We face a significant challenge with the 
introduction of this Bill by the Queensland Government, which proposes stringent 
restrictions on religious freedoms. This bill could greatly impact our ability to operate in 
alignment with our faith values. Key Concerns: Restrictive employment standards for 
religious organisations, Invasive secular definitions of 'genuine occupational 
requirements', and Disproportionate limitations on our religious practices. 

WE NEED YOUR ACTION 
Get Informed: Review the legislation explanation summary and/or the detailed 
submission on the bill provided by our Joint Faiths Working Group. https://bit.ly/44R0n6d 

Contact Your MP: Voice your concerns to ensure our religious freedoms are protected. When MPs receive dozens of letters 
on an issue, they realise how important it is. 

SYNOD RECAP - Over the past few years the bishops invited all Catholics to contribute to the Fifth 
Plenary Council by considering: what do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time, and how 
do we become a more Christ-centred Church? Over 222,000 individuals participated in the Plenary 
Council process – through prayer, reflection, conversation, consultation, and discernment. A total of 
17,457 submissions were received and distilled into eight themes, which became the focus areas for 
two national gatherings of the Council members in 2021 and 2022. 

Almost simultaneously, Pope Francis invited the Universal Church to participate in what is commonly 
referred to as the “Synod on synodality”. From 2021-2024, Catholics from across the world have been 

asked to discern together how the Church can proclaim the Gospel in accordance with the mission entrusted to her, and 
what steps the Holy Spirit is inviting us to take to grow as a synodal Church. This idea of synodality is common to both the 
Australian and the international processes. Synodality calls all the baptised to journey together, discerning what the Holy 
Spirit asks of us. It calls all to “contemplate the face of Christ” in all the peoples and circumstances of our time. 

On September 6th and 7th and October 11th and 12th of 2024, the Archdiocese of Brisbane will celebrate a Synod to mark 
the next phase of the Plenary Council journey, the Implementation Phase. 

http://www.ipswichcatholic.com/
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NEWS & UPDATES 
 

ROSEWOOD SHOW - The Rosewood Show is on Friday 28th June & Saturday 29th June. Volunteers are needed 
to assist with entrance and check-in. We are still in need of more volunteers. Please register your interest by 
contacting the Parish Office or via this link -  https://forms.office.com/r/9fuiEUqkRZ. Rosters will be available this 
weekend. 

This is a great fundraising opportunity so please help us! 

COMBINED COLLEGES MUSICAL: St Mary’s alongside St Edmund’s Colleges proudly presents Disney and 
Cameron Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins the Broadway Musical. Bringing to life the enchanting tale of the Banks 
family, whose lives are transformed by the magical arrival of the practically perfect and whimsically mysterious 
Mary Poppins. 

The musical follows the misadventures of Jane and Michael 
Banks, two lively and mischievous children who have driven away 
their previous nannies. Frustrated, their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Banks, seek a new solution to their childcare challenges. Enter 
Mary Poppins, a magical and charismatic nanny with a bottomless 
carpet bag and an umbrella that can defy gravity. With her unique 
blend of stern discipline and enchanting magic, Mary Poppins 
takes the Banks children on fantastical adventures that not only 
broaden their horizons but also help to heal the strained 
relationships within the family. 

Purchase tickets using this link: https://shorturl.at/mWJvu 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pause + Pray 

Reflect 

In our personal and professional lives, we often encounter individuals who 
present unique challenges—people who may be abrasive, stubborn, or resistant 
to change. Building relationships with these difficult people requires patience, 
understanding, and a spirit of compassion, qualities that are deeply rooted in the 
Franciscan tradition. 

Pray 

Heavenly Father, Help us to extend compassion and forgiveness to difficult people, so that we become 
instruments of your peace and healing in the world, fostering deeper connections and promoting unity and 
harmony in our communities and ministries. Amen. 

Act 

Take a moment to reflect on a difficult relationship in your life. How can you approach this person with more 
compassion and understanding? 

IGNITE CONFERENCE: Ignite Conference is a conference for everyone, from leaders to first-time believers. This 
is the Church gathered and alive on mission. This is God’s people united with one heart. There is something for 
everyone at Ignite Conference, from explosive rallies, inspiring workshops and powerful sacraments. You will be 
able to meet Jesus in so many ways. 

Ignite Conference isn’t just for youth, it is for all ages, there are opportunities for primary school aged children, 
high schoolers, young adults, and mature age adults. For more information follow this link: 
https://igniteconference.com.au/. 

If you wish to attend Ignite Conference 2024 with the Ipswich Catholic Community, please email 
ipswich@bne.catholic.net.au  by the 21st of June. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How often do you get defensive and look for someone or something to 
blame for why things didn’t go the way you wanted them to. If you’re like 

me, it’s all the time. This… is not going to get us anywhere with God. 
Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent, and the scribes made up a 
ridiculous story about Jesus to cover their own insecurities. All the while, 
Jesus offers us forgiveness and wholeness whenever we ask. Don’t hide 

from your mistakes, admit them and be made whole again! 

Fr. Casey Cole ofm 
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